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Attitude

Learning a new skill requires an attitude of courage. Courage requires a persistent devotion to a defined
goal, consistent discipline, inspired curiosity, knowledgable creativity, and unwavering faith in your
abilities. Courage is exciting because it attests to a hope in an unknown. Courageous repetitions manifest
exponential growth, realize deep understanding, and awaken lasting confidence.

Flexibility

Practicing trumpet technique necessitates acquiring and refining the skill of flexibility. Healthy flexibility
is developed in three prominent ways; first by refining the beginning of a single tone, second by moving
from high to low and low to high, and third through proper execution of dynamically graded long-tones.

Practices that may further develop the coordination of engaged flexibility include who attacks, pooh
attacks, note-bends, mouthpiece playing, harmonic series slurring, pedal-tones, and lip tones.

Views to Mastery

Trumpet Diatonics © builds skill. Skill is coordination. Coordination is acquired through repetition.
Without a thorough concept of the sounds to be performed, developing motor-skills will be disorganized
and executed in uncertainty. Trumpet Diatonics © specifies “Views to Mastery” that stimulate the mind,
command attention, focus the ears, and coordinate the body through deliberate repetition. These twelve
different perspectives offer a thorough practice guide to musical cognition and physical response.

Tonality

There is a choreography to tonality in Western Music which begins with Chromaticism; the Equal
Tempered Twelve-Tone Octave. Two semi-tones make a whole-tone, as tonality is expressed with
specific combinations of these intervals organized within the octave. Each and every person shares a
common relationship to tonality. Musical communication could never be possible otherwise. It is our
nature to hear within a diatonic tonal reference. All the repertoire contained within Trumpet Diatonics ©
has been composed to this specific end; to build technical skill, coordinating freedom through tonal
literacy.

Motions for Practice
All exercises written for this method reflect the three Motions enumerated by Johann Joseph Fux in

“Gradus Ad Parnassum”. They are Direct Motion, Oblique Motion, and Contrary Motion. Through
understanding these Motions, the musician will learn to communicate with an effective music literacy.

Technique, Conceptualization, and Imitation
To create is to act on an inspiration and desire to imitate. Imitation inspires conceptualization. Imitation

also facilitates the necessary skills required to develop your own unique concept. Performance is ordered
to this integral end; to express your conceptualization, not a technique.
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Practice
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The goal of practice is to accept and learn through repetition; to unapologetically perform your unique
conception with genuine abandonment, in pure honest expression; so that the music arrests your complete
attention, captivating true devotion to your own talent, artistic inspirations, and developing abilities.

Rules

Play what you clearly hear.
Always play by ear.
Perform; do not practice.
Practice; do not perform.

Tonality is gravity; it forms all technique.

Have a goal; Make a plan.

Perform “practice cell” without stopping.

Express a meter; not a tempo.

Rest as much as you play.

Express music on every repetition.

To repeat is not to fail.

Play the way that works for you; Solve.
Develop through habits of ease.

Be consistent in your effort, persist.
Think for yourself.

Do not be afraid.

Love what you are doing.

Trumpet Diatonics© Book of Motions L.essons 1-28

These lessons were composed in an effort to accomplish two goals. To develop the proper techniques of:
tone production, flexibility, articulation, and finger coordination, without strain; as well as to facilitate
music literacy through cultivating fundamental musicianship skills defined within the Western European

Classical Music tradition.

Motions for Practice

The following 28 Lessons make for their theme the three Motions detailed by Johann Joseph Fux in his
treatise on counterpoint, “Gradus Ad Parnassum” published in 1725. The Motions consist of Direct
Motion, Oblique Motion, and Contrary Motion. In understanding and performing these Motions, the

musician will learn to communicate with an effective literacy.

Tonality

It is our very nature to hear within a diatonic tonal reference. These 28 Lessons have been composed in
order to build technical skill directed by the pupil’s powerful natural fluency of aural cognition; where the
entire body is coordinated by the innate vividness of the musician's aural imagination. These Lessons
address the Major, Natural Minor, Harmonic Minor, Melodic Minor, Chromatic and Whole Tone

tonalities.
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